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Punjab now a ‘debt-trapped State’,
say economists, seek relief from FM

In a letter to Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, a forum requested urgent steps for revival of growth momentum

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

oted  economists
N from Punjab have
urged Union Fi-

nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to take urgent
steps for revival of the
growth momentum in its
economy as it has transi-
tioned over the years from
a “debt-stressed State” to a
“debt-trapped State”.

In a joint letter to Ms.
Sitharaman, economists as-
sociated with the forum
‘Economists for Public In-

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman FILE PHOTO

terest’ said Punjab wit-
nessed a turmoil which dis-
rupted the development
process in the 1980s, and
both the Central and the
State governments had
been preoccupied in con-

taining the militant move-
ment and restoration of
peace process which hap-
pened towards the
mid-1990s.

‘Development derailed’

“The disruption was so
massive that it destroyed
developmental institutions,
derailed the process of de-
velopment despite three
decades of peaceful gover-
nance by the elected go-
vernments, [and] the reviv-
al could not happen.
Punjab turned from a reve-
nue surplus to revenue def-

icit State during the mid-
eighties (a peak period of
turmoil) and subsequently,
borrowing was substituted
for meeting the needs for
committed expenditure.

“Over time, Punjab has
fallen into a debt trap and
consequently, the most dy-
namic instrument of deve-
lopment, that is, fiscal poli-
cy turned dysfunctional,”
read the letter.

The signatories to the
letter included Lakhwinder
Singh, visiting professor,
Institute for Human Deve-
lopment, New Delhi; Sukh-

winder Singh, consultant,
Punjab Finance Commis-
sion, Chandigarh; and Ke-
sar Singh Bhangoo, former
professor, Punjabi Univer-
sity, Patiala.

‘Moratorium on debt’
Mr. Lakhwinder said, “It is
high time that Punjab
should be granted financial
package in the Budget
(2023-24) of the Union go-
vernment. As a first step,
we suggest that moratori-
um on debt of Punjab may
be granted at least for the
next seven years.”

Shivraj: won't allow ‘love jihad,
will frame stricter law if needed

Shubhomoy Sikdar
BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han on Sunday said that
“love jihad” (euphemism
for interfaith relationships)
will not be allowed in the
State and, if need be, a
more stringent law against
it would be framed.

Mr. Chouhan’s state-
ment, made at an event
marking the martyrdom
day of tribal icon Tantya
Bhil at Indore’s Patalpani,
comes days after he an-
nounced the formation of a
committee to bring the Un-
iform Civil Code (UCC) in
the State.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan

“Some people from oth-
er religions... marry the
daughter of a tribal family
just to buy land. This is not
love, it is ‘ihad’ in the
name of love, and I will not
allow this game of ‘love ji-
had’ in Madhya Pradesh.
We will not tolerate it if so-

meone cheats our daught-
ers by marrying and then
chopping them into 35
pieces. If needed, a stricter
law will be made against
‘love jihad’,” said Mr. Chou-
han, while referring to the
murder of Shraddha Wal-
kar in Delhi’s Mehrauli.

The State already has an
anti-conversion law, the
Madhya Pradesh Freedom
of Religion Act, 2021,
which is often referred to
as the “love jihad” law.

Last month, the Madhya
Pradesh High Court had
restrained the State go-
vernment from prosecut-
ing adult citizens “if they
solemnise the marriage of
their own volition”.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
In pursuance of Rule 19(2) of DCS
Rules,2007, applications are invited from
the General Public of Delhi who fulfill the
conditions laid down in Rule 19 and 20
of DCS Rules, 2007 for filling up three
vacancies in the Jan Vikas Co-op. G/H
Society Limited (Regn. No. 974/GH), Regd.
Office: GH-14/722, Paschim Vihar, New
Delhi-110087, which have arisen due to
the resignations of members. Interested
persons can collect the application form in
person only from 05.12.2022 to 06.12.2022
from the registered office of i.e. GH-14/722,
Paschim Vihar, New Delhi-110087, between
9:00 AM to 11:30 AM on payment of Rs.500/-
in cash. The application form duly filled in
& completed in all respects along with an
amount of Rs.30,00,110/- (Rupees Thirty
Lacs One Hundred Ten only) through Bank
Cheque/DD/PO in favour of the Jan Vikas
Co-operative Group Housing Society Limited,
which include membership admission fee,
share money, land money, construction
money, equalization charges etc. and other|
required documents can be submitted
personally by hand on 11.12.2022 between
9:00 AM to 11:30 AM in society office. The
balance amount of the unit cost shall be paid
by the eligible applicant to the society within
a week. In case the applications received
are more than three, then draw of lots will be
done under the supervision of the Registrar,
Cooperative Societies, Govt. of NCT of Delhi,
Old Court Building, Parliament Street, New

Delhi-110001 and intimation thereof will be
given to each applicant. The Bank Cheque/
DD/PO of the unsuccessful applicants can
be collected from the society office after one|
week of draw of lot.

For Jan Vikas Co-op. G/H Society Limited
President/Secretary

RAMPRASTHA PROMOTERS &
DEVELOPERS PRIVATE LIMITED

Registered Address: Plot no. 114,
Sector-44, Gurgaon-122002
Invitation to objections
regarding amendment
in the Building Plans
Ramprastha Promoters and
Developers Private Limited is
hereby inviting applications for
objections from the existing
allottees of Project Rise regarding
the amendment in the building
plans due to additional Second
Basement Parking in Group
Housing Colony measuring
60.511 acres (Licence No. 33 of
2008 dated 19.02.2008) in Sector-
37D, Gurugram.
Allottees can express their
objection in writing to the
Company at its registered
address or may file their
objections in the office of the
Senior Town Planner, Gurugram
within 30days from the date of
publication of such notice.
For detailed information please
visit www.ramprastha.com or
contactat 124-4333444
* License no 33 of 2008 was
granted in favour of S A Infratech
Pvt Ltd which has merged into
Ramprastha Promoters and

Developers Pvt Ltd
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Southern Park, D-2,District Centre,
Saket, New Delhi-110017, represented
by its Managing director Aparajito
Mukherjee (new address) and its
directors (2) Sri.Ashish Kumar Matta
(3) SriJustin Garry Leong, (opposite
party No.T to 3) and the Authorised
dealer (opposite party No.4) for
product failure causing health hazard
of the ResMed India product sold by
the company through its Authorised
dealer at Trivandrum stands posted to
01.03.2023 for the appearance of
Opposite Party No.1 to 3 / filing
objections if any. If you fail to appear
on the said date personally or through
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Centre denying Telangana
its due devolution of taxes
and funds, says KCR

The Hindu Bureau
MAHABUBNAGAR

Telangana Chief Minister and the
president of Telangana Rashtra Sa-
mithi (TRS) K. Chandrasekhar Rao
on Sunday asked people of the State
to accompany him in taking forward
the process of the State’s transfor-
mation. He cautioned the youth and
intellectuals against the attempts be-
ing made to divide society by fan-
ning communal passions.

“I will be with you and you be
with me in taking forward the trans-
formation for betterment of lives,”
he said at a public meeting at Maha-
bubnagar on Sunday.

He accused the Centre of scuttling
the progress of Telangana by deny-
ing the State due devolution of
funds/taxes and imposing Fiscal Res-
ponsibility and Budget Management
(FRBM) cuts.

He also hit out at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the BJP-led go-
vernment at the Centre.

The Prime Minister himself had
spoken about toppling the TRS go-
vernment, he said. Mr. Modi had al-
so spoken of 40 MLAs of the Trina-
mool Congress being in touch with
the BJP in West Bengal, the Chief Mi-
nister said. He sought to know
whether a Prime Minister could
speak like that and alleged that to en-

e

I will be with you [people of
Telangana] and you be with me
in taking forward the
transformation for betterment
of lives

K. CHANDRASEKHAR RAO
Telangana Chief Minister

sure that the Opposition fall in line,
the Centre is harassing them with
cases and raids.

Instead of waiting for people’s
verdict, the BJP is trying to come to
power through the back door in
some States. Mr. Rao also explained
how some “thieves” had come to Te-
langana recently to poach TRS
MLAs. But they were caught red-
handed and put behind bars. “Re-
volt must begin from somewhere
and why can’t it be from Telangana,”
he asked.

Mr. Rao received a loud response
from the gathering when he asked
them whether he should go to Delhi
with the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) to influence politics at national
level. “I will go to Delhi only if you
back me here strongly,” he told the
gathering.He announced sanction of
%15 crore each to the 14 constituen-
cies in combined Mahabubnagar.
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DEATH

T.S.SRIDHARAN aged 84 yrs Rtd.,
Chief General Manager Maharastra
Telecom circle S/o Late Dr. T.R.Ses-
hadri, Thanjavur attained Acharyan Ti-
ruvadi on December 03rd 2022 at
Thanjavur. Mourned by wife Usha, son

Rajasthan: minor
among five nabbed for
murder of gangster
Raju Theth, bystander

Press Trust of India

Srinivas, daughter Nirmala, son in law
Rajesh, Daughter in law Yamini, Grand
daughters Sanjana and Aishwarya and
family members of Dr.Seshadri
Contact: 8591089918, 9869654896,
9444216092.
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A day after gangster Raju Theth and another
man were shot dead in Sikar district of Rajas-
than, five people including a minor were
nabbed on Sunday for their alleged involve-
ment in the murder, a police officer said.

Two of the accused were injured in a brief
encounter with the police on Sunday, the offic-
er added.

Additional Director General (Crime) Ravi
Prakash told reporters here that Sikar residents
Manish Jat, 25, and Vikram Gurjar, 28, along
with Satish Kumawat, 40, Jatin Meghwal, 24,
and a minor from Haryana have been detained.

Theth was killed on Saturday in a hail of bul-
lets outside his house here. A man, Tarachand
Kadwasara, who had gone to meet his daughter
studying in a coaching institute there was also
hit by bullets and died. The assailants fired at
him, stole his car and fled in it from the spot.

Mr. Prakash said that intense search opera-
tions by 15 police teams were launched and the
borders were sealed after the shooting.

An officer said that the police learnt that the
accused were hiding in the Dabla area of Sikar
near Haryana border. On Sunday, a raid was
conducted, and Manish and Vikram were
nabbed with weapons and live cartridges at
around 3 a.m.

During interrogation, the duo revealed that
the other accused were hiding in a hilly terrain
in Jhunjhunu. The teams reached the spot and
caught Satish and Jatin, along with one minor.

The accused had opened fire at the police,
who fired in retaliation, resulting in Satish and
Jatin received injuries, the officer added.

According to police, Theth, who had over
two dozen criminal cases against him, had a
rivalry with criminal Anandpal Singh, who had
been killed in a police encounter in June 2017.
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